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claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US2002031100 
D2: US2003 142658 
D3: US4688213 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-9 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 
PCT. 

2.1 . The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A method of synchronizing message transmissions (paragraphs 1 and 13) between 
mobile nodes in an ad-hoc network using a medium access protocol (paragraphs 31- 
32, 66 and 78; the use of a medium access protocol is an implicit feature when an 
ad-hoc network protocol is being used) wherein a message is sent by a node only 
when it ascertains that no message is being sent by any other node (paragraph 89), 
and a node which receives two colliding message, reports this to the sending nodes 
(paragraph 29 and 123). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known D1 in that in claim 1 it is 
stated that the messages are compared with one another with regard to their length and 
transmission rate. 

The feature of comparing the messages/packets transmitted with regard to some of their 
characteristics as their length and transmission rate is a normal feature in the field of 
mobile communication networks (see for example, document D2 paragraph 54, 63 and 84 
and D3. column 13, lines 47-59 and column 15, lines 59-63). The skilled person would 
therefore regard it as a normal option to include this feature in the method descrtbed in 
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Consequently, the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step 
(Article 33 (3) PCT). 

■ 

2.2. Dependent claims 2-9 do not contain any features which, in combination with the fea- 
tures of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
inventive step. The reasons being as follows: 

claims 2 and 7: see D1 , paragraphs 81 and 123. 

claims 3-6, 8 : These features are merely straightforward possibilities, known in the field of 
mobile communication networks, from which the skilled person would select, in accord- 
ance with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill. 

Claim 9: It only adds to the previous method claims, a particular use of the method. This 
use of the method does not add any technical restriction to claim 9, so claim 9 has the 
same technical features of the claims on which it depends. Consequently, for the same 
reason stated in the above paragraphs, claim 7 does not meet the requirements of the 
PCT. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

3. Claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for which 
protection is sought is not clearly defined, because the expression "the messages are 
compared with one another with regard to their length and transmission rate 1 ' used in 
claim 1 is vague and leaves the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features 
to which it refers (it is not clear how the comparison is made and which messages are 
compared). 

Furthermore, it is not clear which technical effects this method step has and which is its 
relation with the other steps of claim 1 , thereby rendering the definition of the subject- 
matter of said claim unclear (Article 6 PCT). 
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